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The National
Certification Program
for Insolvency Specialists

If you are interested in obtaining the names
of certified consumer or business bankruptcy
specialists in your area, or in obtaining a free

directory of certified specialists, please contact
44 Canal Center Plaza
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Alexandria, VA 22314-1592 i
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Certifying Lawyers in the Specialty
Areas of Business Bankruptcy Law
and Consumer Bankruptcy Law*



What Does Board
Certification Mean?

d [t means that the certified attorney

| has met rigorous, objective standards
and has demonstrated knowledge in bank-
ruptcy law. Hiring an attorney with exper-
tise in any specialized field of law can be a
bewildering experience. As a client, you
want to make sure your counsel is experi-
enced in the particular field. Unfortunately,
prospective clients usually have little objec-
tive criteria on which to rely.

The American Board of Certification’s
(ABC) programs are designed to identify
and recognize those attorneys in consumer
or business bankruptcy who have met or
exceeded rigorous certification standards
relating to experience, continuing legal
education, integrity, and peer review, in
addition to demonstrating a sophisticated
understanding of bankruptcy law.

The goal of the ABC is to provide mean-
ingful information to those seeking bank-
ruptcy law services to enable them to make
informed decisions in selecting experienced
bankruptcy counsel.

What is The ABG?

! The American Board of Certification is

‘ a non-profit organization dedicated to
serving the public and improving the quality
of the bankruptcy bar. It is the only national

bankruptcy certification program, offering
certification in business and consumer bank-
ruptcy law and creditors’ rights law.

The ABC’s Business and Consumer
Bankruptcy Certification Programs are
accredited by the American Bar Association.
The ABC is sponsored by the American
Bankruptcy Institute, and the Commercial
Law League of America. The ABC Board of
Directors consists of many of the nation’s
finest bankruptcy and creditors’ rights
lawyers, former judges, and law professors.

ABC certification encourages bankruptcy
attorneys to strive toward excellence and
recognizes those attorneys who have met the
ABC’s rigorous standards.

How High Are The
Cenrtification Standards?

To become certified as a bankruptcy

# specialist by the ABC, an applicant
must suceessfully complete a comprehen-

sive day-long written examination covering
(1) general bankruptcy law, (2) legal ethics,
and (3) business or consumer bankruptcy.
In addition, each applicant must show sig-
nificant experience in bankruptcy law mat-
ters and a substantial dedication of their
practice to such matters, as well as providing
professional references and participating
in at least 60 hours of continuing legal edu-
cation over a three-year period.

Recertification

Initial certification is for a period of

S up to five years, after which certified
bankruptcy attorneys must show that they
continue to have active bankruptcy prac-
tice, have participated in continuing legal
education, have good standing in the legal
profession, and can provide peer references.

You Have a Choice

When you are considering hiring

8 a bankruptcy attorney, you have a
right to know which attorneys have met
the ABC’s stringent standards. Why set-
tle for anything less?



